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tion except in one particular. Congress includes
many honourable as well as very many able men, but
it would be affectation to claim for the American
Federal Legislature as a whole that its hands are
quite clean. It is unnecessary to appeal on this point
^to satire or fiction; the truth is, that too many Eno--
lishmen have been of late years concerned with Con-
gressional business for there to be any want of
evidence that much money is spent in forwarding it
which is not legitimately expended. One provision
of the Constitution has here defeated another. One
portion of the 6th section of the First Article pro-
vides securities against corruption on the part of
Senators and Representatives, but the portion imme-
diately preceding provides that ci Senators and Repre-
sentatives shall have a compensation for their services,
to be ascertained by law and paid out of the Treasury
of the United States." This system of payment for
legislative services, which prevails throughout the
whole of the Union, has produced a class of profes-
sional politicians, whose probity in some cases has
proved unequal to the strain put upon it by the
power of dealing with the public money and the
public possessions of what will soon be the wealthiest
community in the world. It is a point of marked
inferiority to the British political system, even in its
decline.

It may be thought that a great American institu-